
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY
ON 2023

Where You Are.
Where You’re Going.



“I’ve listened for 15 years now. 
It has always been the first thing 
I turn on in the morning to get the 
news and find out what’s going 
on without all the fanfare that 
happens when you turn on other 
radio stations. I really appreciate 
the non-biased reporting on 
stories that are important to us in 
our community locally, as well as 
nationally.” 

Jan C. 



A Letter from the President

Dear Stakeholder,

Your partnership with Alaska Public Media powered 
our community services in extraordinary ways this 
past year. AKPM is honored to deliver Alaskans 
the news, programs, educational services and in-
the-community media experiences on which so 
many rely. Our commitment extends to providing 
the broadcast and broadband-based emergency 
communication technology that can ensure the 
safety of loved ones when disaster strikes.

Thank you for your support! You make this work 
possible - as members, corporate sponsors, 
grantors, promotional partners and our board.

We expanded our already broad news reporting with dedicated health and climate 
coverage. We deepened our storytelling with longer format Indie Alaska documentaries. 
We traveled to rural Alaska for listening sessions - to hear firsthand the needs of 
communities statewide and to share free services in multi-generational learning. We held 
over 50 free community events including Antiques Roadshow in Alaska and dozens of 
family and children’s camps for co-learning. And we continued to produce local, original 
news and public affairs programs while providing four 24/7 channels free to our great state.

We share the accomplishments of 2023 with you and hope you take pride as you read 
through this report to the community.

Sincerely,

Ed Ulman, President & CEO
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Alaska Public Media produces original local television programs that air on 
KAKM in addition to carrying select national programs like MASTERPIECE, 
PBS NewsHour, and Antiques Roadshow.

ALASKA INSIGHT
Lori Townsend moderates this weekly public affairs television program, 
and our cameras go into the community to add a visual dimension to the 
topics. 2023 highlights include:

» Port of Alaska Modernization
» The Nigilax Restoration Project
» The Legacy of Vic Fischer

INDIE ALASKA
This award-winning video series of documentary shorts captures the 
diverse and colorful lifestyles of everyday Alaskans at work and at play. 
2023 highlights include:

» An Accident Turned This Skier into a Force for Good
» Crochet’s Comeback: A Siberian Yup’ik Artist’s Modern Twist
» Talk to the Tundra: How a Yup’ik Village Heals Together

NATIONAL CARRIAGE
Three locally-produced video segments were picked up 
nationwide on PBS NewsHour:

Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.
THROUGH TV

» How Studying
Arctic Ground
Squirrels Can
Help Advance
Human Brain
Health

» Why Billions
of Snow Crabs
Disappeared
from the Bering
Sea

» How an Alaska
Village’s Switch
to Renewable
Energy Helps
Local Native
Economies

^

https://alaskapublic.org/2023/09/22/the-port-of-alaskas-modernization-alaska-insight/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/10/06/the-nigilax-restoration-project-alaska-insight/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/10/27/the-legacy-of-vic-fischer-alaska-insight/
https://youtu.be/Z418hzj4Kjc?si=XbVHuLQ84QwmdfA4
https://youtu.be/wHQZH_sk_rI?si=ypWI_DJWel7MavZ7
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-billions-of-snow-crabs-disappeared-from-the-bering-sea
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-billions-of-snow-crabs-disappeared-from-the-bering-sea
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-billions-of-snow-crabs-disappeared-from-the-bering-sea
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-billions-of-snow-crabs-disappeared-from-the-bering-sea
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/why-billions-of-snow-crabs-disappeared-from-the-bering-sea
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-an-alaska-villages-switch-to-renewable-energy-helps-local-native-economies
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/how-studying-arctic-ground-squirrels-can-help-advance-human-brain-health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLUE4OijM0k&t=6s


In 2023, we also broadcast 
locally produced documentaries 
including Winning at All Costs 
and Safe Enough.

Alaska Public Media has three 
TV Stations: 
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See what’s on over-the-air 
and on demand at 
alaskapublic.org/watch.

>>>>

and carries:

https://alaskapublic.org/watch/schedule/#page=schedule&day=20240119&provider=Broadcast


Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.

Alaska Public Media is the premiere source for news covering local, state, 
and national news impacting our state. We collaborate with reporters 
statewide with carriage of our Alaska Morning News, Alaska Economic 
Report, and Alaska News Nightly on 27 radio stations. We are the only 
Alaska news group with a dedicated reporter in Washington, D.C. Of the 
thousands of news stories in 2023, these are a few highlights:       

THROUGH NEWS

» A large gold mine you’ve probably never heard of is quietly preparing
to start production in Interior Alaska, despite critics’ objections

» The race is on: What to know about the 2023 Iditarod
» Rep. Mary Peltola’s husband dies after Alaska plane crash
» Missing Anchorage woman’s husband charged with her murder
» Four years into the Yukon salmon collapse, an Interior Alaska village

wonders if it will ever fish again
» Baby walrus, rescued from Arctic tundra, receives 24-hour cuddle care

at Alaska SeaLife Center
» 24 photos of Alaska’s massive and bright aurora show
» Alaska Legislature passes budget with $1,300 PFD and boost to school

funding
» Anchorage’s 2023 election: Compare the candidates for Assembly and

School Board
» Deadly Wrangell landslide is part of a pattern in vulnerable Alaska

mountainous terrain

NATIONAL CARRIAGE
Four locally-produced news stories were carried nationwide on NPR:

» Mother of
ROTC Cadet
Demands
Accountability
After Her
Daughter’s
Death

» Amid
Criticism from
Environmentalists,
a New Oil Project
in Alaska is Set
to Get the Green
Light

» NewsHour
Interview with
Liz Ruskin
about the
Willow
decision*

» Alaska Oil
Project Gets
the Green
Light

* This interview also ran on PBS NewsHour.

https://alaskapublic.org/2023/07/26/a-large-gold-mine-youve-probably-never-heard-of-is-quietly-preparing-to-start-production-in-interior-alaska-despite-critics-objections/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/07/26/a-large-gold-mine-youve-probably-never-heard-of-is-quietly-preparing-to-start-production-in-interior-alaska-despite-critics-objections/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/03/04/the-2023-iditarod-starts-this-weekend-heres-what-to-know/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/09/13/rep-mary-peltolas-husband-dies-after-plane-crash/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/11/missing-anchorage-womans-soldier-husband-charged-with-her-murder/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/09/15/four-years-into-the-yukon-salmon-collapse-an-interior-alaska-village-wonders-if-it-will-ever-fish-again/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/09/15/four-years-into-the-yukon-salmon-collapse-an-interior-alaska-village-wonders-if-it-will-ever-fish-again/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/04/baby-walrus-rescued-from-arctic-tundra-receives-24-hour-cuddle-care-at-sealife-center/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/04/baby-walrus-rescued-from-arctic-tundra-receives-24-hour-cuddle-care-at-sealife-center/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/02/27/24-photos-of-alaskas-massive-and-bright-aurora-show/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/05/18/alaska-legislature-passes-budget-with-1300-pfd-and-boost-to-school-funding/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/05/18/alaska-legislature-passes-budget-with-1300-pfd-and-boost-to-school-funding/
https://alaskapublic.org/news/anchorage-2023-election-candidates/
https://alaskapublic.org/news/anchorage-2023-election-candidates/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/11/29/deadly-wrangell-landslide-is-part-of-a-pattern-in-vulnerable-alaska-mountainous-terrain/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/11/29/deadly-wrangell-landslide-is-part-of-a-pattern-in-vulnerable-alaska-mountainous-terrain/
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/05/1161192400/amid-criticism-from-environmentalists-a-new-oil-project-in-alaska-is-set-to-get-
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/02/1160563738/mother-of-rotc-cadet-demands-accountability-after-her-daughters-death
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://pbs.org/newshour/show/controversial-oil-drilling-project-in-alaska-approved-by-biden-administration
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/13/1163164072/alaska-oil-project-gets-the-green-light
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/13/1163164072/alaska-oil-project-gets-the-green-light
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/13/1163164072/alaska-oil-project-gets-the-green-light
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/13/1163164072/alaska-oil-project-gets-the-green-light


Prefer to get your news on 
demand? Alaska Morning News, 
Alaska Economic Report, and 
Alaska News Nightly are all 
available any time of day on 
the Alaska Public Media app 
and wherever you get your 
podcasts. 
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Get the latest news at 
alaskapublic.org/news.

>>>>

Janua

https://alaskapublic.org/news/


TALK OF ALASKA
Alaska’s only statewide call-in forum 
discussing Alaska issues. Hosted weekly 
by Lori Townsend and others from 
the AKPM Newsroom. 2023 highlights 
include:

» Preparing for Extreme Weather
» The Willow Project
» Holiday Greetings from Across the

State

LINE ONE: YOUR HEALTH CONNECTION
Hosts Dr. Justin Clark, Prentiss 
Pemberton, and Dr. Jillian Woodruff 
discuss a variety of health-related topics 
with guests on this weekly statewide 
show. 2023 highlights include:

» Resources for Eating Disorders in
Alaska

» Autonomy During End-Of-Life Care
» Mental Health Services for

Transition-Aged Youth

OUTDOOR EXPLORER
This weekly show celebrates Alaska’s 
great outdoors. Hosts Lisa Keller, Martha 
Rosenstein, Paul Twardock, and Adam 
Verrier introduce listeners to experts 
that help us enjoy and explore. 2023 
highlights include:

» The History of Kincaid Park
» Search and Rescue in Southcentral

Alaska
» Fireweed Bike Race Returns This

Weekend

HOMETOWN, ALASKA
Learn about the civic and cultural leaders, 
educators, and community members in 
Anchorage making an impact on their 
city through their conversations with 
rotating hosts Anne Hillman, O’Hara 
Shipe, Dave Waldron, and Justin Williams. 
2023 highlights include:

» History and Mystery in Alaska
» Gardeners and Growers
» The 3 Barons Renaissance Fair

STATE OF ART
Airing as a segment within Hometown, 
Alaska and on Fridays, this weekly 
program covers Anchorage arts and 
culture with interviews of the makers. 
2023 highlights include:

» Original ‘Hamilton’ Rap Wins
Anchorage Student Tickets to the
Hit Musical

» ‘Antiques Roadshow’ in Anchorage
» License plate design winner

balances passion for art and science

ADDRESSING ALASKANS
This occasional broadcast features 
local lectures and forums recorded at 
live events taking place in Southcentral 
Alaska.

TRAVELING MUSIC
Longtime host Shonti Elder presents 
music every week by Alaskan and 
nationally-known musicians.

Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.

Alaska Public Media produces original local radio programs that air on KSKA 
in addition to carrying national programs like Morning Edition, All Things 
Considered, Wait, Wait...Don’t Tell Me, and Fresh Air. It is the No. 1 listened-to 
station in the Anchorage market.

THROUGH RADIO

https://alaskapublic.org/2023/01/10/talk-of-alaska-preparing-for-extreme-weather/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/03/13/talk-of-alaska-the-willow-project/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/12/19/talk-of-alaska-holiday-greetings-across-the-state-2023/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/12/19/talk-of-alaska-holiday-greetings-across-the-state-2023/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/03/08/line-one-resources-for-eating-disorders-in-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/03/08/line-one-resources-for-eating-disorders-in-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/03/29/line-one-autonomy-during-end-of-life-care/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/01/11/line-one-mental-health-services-for-transition-aged-youth/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/01/11/line-one-mental-health-services-for-transition-aged-youth/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/02/09/the-history-of-kincaid-park/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/05/11/search-and-rescue-in-southcentral-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/05/11/search-and-rescue-in-southcentral-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/07/13/fireweed-bike-race-returns-this-weekend/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/07/13/fireweed-bike-race-returns-this-weekend/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/10/16/hometown-alaska-history-and-mystery-in-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/05/15/hometown-alaska-gardeners-and-growers/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/06/05/hometown-alaska-the-3-barons-renaissance-fair-is-a-potent-elixir-of-history-fantasy-and-fun/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/18/state-of-art-an-original-hamilton-rap-won-this-anchorage-student-free-tickets-to-the-hit-musical/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/18/state-of-art-an-original-hamilton-rap-won-this-anchorage-student-free-tickets-to-the-hit-musical/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/18/state-of-art-an-original-hamilton-rap-won-this-anchorage-student-free-tickets-to-the-hit-musical/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/07/17/state-of-art-voices-of-antiques-roadshow-in-anchorage/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/10/31/alaska-license-plate-design-winner-balances-a-passion-for-art-and-science-state-of-art/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/10/31/alaska-license-plate-design-winner-balances-a-passion-for-art-and-science-state-of-art/


KSKA turned 45 in 2023.
Listen to a special episode of 
Hometown, Alaska with the 
station’s first general manager 
and longtime program director 
at alaskapublic.org/hometown.
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Learn more about our
local radio programs at
alaskapublic.org/radio.

>>>>

https://alaskapublic.org/2023/08/21/hometown-alaska-celebrating-45-years-of-kska/
https://alaskapublic.org/programs/podcasts/


THROUGH PROGRAMS AND EXPERIENCES

PBS KIDS
Designed for children ages 2 to 8, PBS KIDS is a block of educational 
programming airing on KAKM during the day and as a separate 24/7 channel. 
Both are broadcast over the air, via cable and satellite providers, and on 
streaming platforms. Some favorite programs include Wild Kratts, Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood, Odd Squad, Donkey Hodie, Alma’s Way, and Molly of Denali. 

Alaska Public Media combines the power of PBS research-based and curriculum-
relevant programs that boost early literacy skills, improve math and knowledge 
skills, strengthen parental support, and lead to learning gains comparable to high-
quality pre-K.

Supporting Learning for Children 
and Families



WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Alaska Public Media supports workforce 
development in Alaska with a project 
begun in April 2023 to help grow talent 
in Alaska’s transportation sector. Called 
Jobs Explained - Transportation, we 
produce social media content about 
transportation career opportunities 
for high school students that do not 
require 4-year degrees. On average, 
we post three times a week on TikTok 
and Instagram - the platforms preferred 
by the target youth audience. In 2023, 
we posted 63 unique videos. Topics 
and content benefit from feedback via 
special business advisory and youth 
advisory councils working with Alaska 
Public Media. 

Follow @transportjobs_explained on 
TikTok and Instagram.

Alaska Public Media and PBS have 
curated FREE, online curriculum-
aligned videos, interactives, lesson 
plans, and more for teachers and 
parents. Arranged around timely, 
topical collections focused around 
learning objectives users can 
create lessons,  customize their 
own dashboard, save and organize 
resources, see state standards, 
manage classes and assignments, 
and sync with Google Classroom.

See resources and learn more 
at pbslearningmedia.org.

>>>>

PBS LearningMedia provides 
timely content to keep kids 
learning. 
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https://alaskapublic.pbslearningmedia.org/


In partnership with Mountain View School, we hosted two 
family events and one Kids Career Day with 15 vendors that 
was inspiring and tailored to a low-income community with 
multi-generational households. Combining partner resources 
impacted more than 300 families. We brought innovative 
and culturally responsive educational activities that support 
high-attendance outcomes and overall positive experiences.

Through a collaborative effort 
between Alaska Public Media 
and United Way of Anchorage, 
we created Parent and 
Community Engagement (PACE) 
to provide learning supports and 
services outside of school using 
two generation strategies. 
We supported 29 parents and 
65 kids meeting once a month 
for nine months. 85% of the 
participants are refugees and 
65% are English Language 
Learners. PACE built parental 
resilience by providing concrete 
tools and information about 
community, school, and 
employment resources.

EDUCATING KIDS AND FAMILIES THROUGH ENGAGEMENT
Alaska Public Media continued its community-based, hands-
on experiences to equip young learners with key skills for 
success and support for the adults in their lives. Here are 
headlines for the programs conducted in 2023:

See videos and education links at alaskapublic.org/education.>>>>

https://alaskapublic.org/education


Alaska Public Media partnered with four 
Boys and Girls Clubs in Mountain View, 
Eagle River, Sand Point and Kake, and 
with the Hoonah Heritage Center in 
Hoonah, Youth 360 in Seward, and Joint 
Base Elmendorf Richardson Library over 
a nine-month period to facilitate 2 and 
3-day PBS STEM camps reaching 147
kids grades 1-6. The kids engaged in
science, literacy, and math enrichment
learning activities using PBS Ready to
Learn resources.

Additionally, Alaska Public Media 
partnered with Arizona PBS to host 
three 2-day Learn & Grow (Social 
Emotional Learning) workshops for 
36 families in rural Alaska.

Alaska Public Media partnered with Anchorage 
School District’s 21st Century program for a seven-
week summer program. We facilitated 65 PBS 
STEM sessions engaging more than 170 students 
grades 1-6 at Lake Otis Elementary School. Among 
participants, some were English Language Learners, 
homeless, or low-performing academically. The kids 
engaged in science, literacy, and math enrichment 
learning activities that provided positive, enrichment 
experiences for educational play. The camp supported 
high-quality summer programming, which enhanced 
safety, academic performance and life skills.



Alaska Public Media localizes the media experience with events in the community, 
from Antiques Roadshow in Alaska and in-person and virtual recordings for 
StoryCorps Military Voices Initiative, to free screenings, panel discussions, and in-
person Molly of Denali appearances. 2023 highlights include:

Bringing Media into the Community

THROUGH IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL EVENTS

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW IN ALASKA
After more than 10 years of planning, 
the award-winning Antiques Roadshow 
from PBS came to Alaska for the 
first time in the show’s history in 
July. Working with Alaska Public 
Media, approximately 3,000 people 
participated in the day-long event at 
the Alaska Native Heritage Center. 
Part adventure, part history lesson, this 
is PBS’s most-watched ongoing series. 
At the July appraisal event, guests 
received verbal evaluations of their 
antiques and collectibles by experts 
from the country’s leading auction 
houses and independent dealers. This 
ticketed event was free and managed 
generally by lottery with hundreds of 
tickets dispersed to area non-profits. 
The Alaska episodes will air starting 
January 2024.

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE FAIR
Alaska Public Media hosted its second annual, free Mental 
Health Resource Fair at the Fairview Recreation Center in 
October. Roughly 400 attendees came to this family-friendly 
event with more than 35 service providers offering information 
and opportunities to:

» Talk to local behavioral health and substance use
treatment providers

» Apply for programs, like SNAP, WIC, and health insurance
» Learn about mental well-being

Grants from the Alaska Mental Health Trust and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation helped make this event possible.



STORYCORPS MILITARY VOICES INITIATIVE 
The award-winning radio series, StoryCorps, brought 
their Military Voices Initiative to Alaska with in-
person and virtual recording sessions from May to 
September. Alaska Public Media facilitated finding 
veterans, service members, and military families to 
share their stories on this unique platform. More than 
50 participants had their recordings stored at the 
Library of Congress. Select conversations will air on 
Alaska Public Media in 2024.

See what’s coming up at alaskapublic.org/events.>>>>
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NOVA SCREENING AND TALK: 
WEATHERING THE FUTURE 
Alaska Public Media partnered with 
The Nature Conservancy for a free 
screening at the Bear Tooth Theatrepub 
to present this documentary examining 
the dramatic ways that our weather is 
changing. From hotter heat waves to 
more intense rainstorms to megafires 
and multi-year droughts, the U.S. is 
experiencing the full range of impacts 
from a changing global climate. At 
the same time, many on the front 
lines are fighting back—innovating 
solutions, marshaling ancient wisdom, 
and developing visionary ideas. 
Accompanying the film were two 
video shorts by Alaska Public Media 
highlighting situations unique to 
our state.

https://alaskapublic.org/events


THE FUTURE OF ALASKA’S CARIBOU: A COMMUNITY 
CONVERSATION 
This free community discussion focused on the health and 
future of Alaska’s caribou herds – a vital source of food and 
an important cultural icon for many Alaska communities. But 
the future for some of the herds is in question as populations 
dwindle. The discussion was facilitated with an in-person 
audience and a subject matter expert panel talking about the 
status of herds, threats, and what can be done to reverse them.

HEALING TOGETHER: FILM SCREENING 
AND CONVERSATION ABOUT SUICIDE
Suicide is preventable, but it takes a 
community-wide effort. The students 
of Nelson Island School in Toksook 
Bay are using a model working with 
the Alaska Chapter of the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 
Their efforts are part of a 20-minute 
Indie Alaska episode by Alaska Public 
Media that premiered in a free November 
event at Mountain View Public Library. 
Afterward, 70 attendees engaged 
in a powerful, facilitated community 
conversation about suicide, prevention, 
and grief-processing. Partners in the 
Toksook Week of Healing were on hand 
to talk about the program.



» KSKA 45th Anniversary
» NPR’s Ayesha Roscoe donor event
» Betrayed: Surviving an American

Concentration Camp screening at
Loussac Public Library

» Frontline 40th Anniversary
conversation with Editor-in-Chief and
Executive Producer Raney Aronson-
Rath - virtual

» POV: Wisdom Gone Wild screening at
Bear Tooth

» Donkey Hodie at Alaska State Fair,
school, and community center visits

» Molly of Denali appearances: World of
Work at Mountain View Elementary,
Enlaces Children’s Day in Government
Hill, Reading Rendezvous Anchorage
Public Library, APU Indigenous
Peoples Day, Mental Health Resource
Fair, and multiple library story times
and school visits

» Community Advisory Board meetings
open to the public

» AKPM’s News Team hosted listening
sessions in three rural Alaska
communities to learn more about the
challenges they face and the news
content they want to see reported on

» Estate Planning: Protecting Your
Legacy seminars

52 EVENTS

8.6k ATTENDEES
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Here’s a sampling of 2023 events:



THE STATE OF ALASKA EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE officially 
assigns KSKA as the Anchorage Local 
Primary 2 monitoring broadcast station 
which carries Emergency Alert delivery 
to the public. This assignment provides a 
backup path to emergency alert messaging 
to other broadcast stations.

PBS SATELLITE TV PROGRAMMING 
SERVICES MIGRATED to a new satellite 
service provider with a seamless transition 
using new satellite downlink location and 
linking services back to AKPM facilities. The 
old satellite signal delivery went dark on 
May 31, 2023.

SHARED SERVICES SITE SUPPORT 
VISITS AND REMOTE ASSISTANCE to 
KTOO (Juneau) for a new transmitter 
installation for the Auke Mountain site, 
KTOO EAS maintenance and upgrade 
path investigation, transmitter remote 
control upgrades, and KYUK (Bethel) TV 
transmitter troubleshooting and repair. 
Additionally, we supported KNBA’s new 
studio and equipment installation, and 
provided electrical repairs work and support 
to their building, computer automation 
systems maintenance and repairs, and ABTC 
system microwave system maintenance and 
repairs. We also replaced and retuned the 
KYUK (Bethel) AM Tower and restored the 
broadcast to full time operation and full 
power status with improved audio quality 
and multiple surrounding community 
coverage.  

It takes technology to produce and to distribute news, radio, and television that 
you rely on. We are also an integral part of the broadcast community in delivering 
emergency alerts to the public. Our Technology and Engineering team continually 
works to improve that support. 2023 highlights include: 

THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.

ASSIST LOCAL COMMUNITIES WITH 
TROUBLESHOOTING AND REPAIR of 
existing systems including finding a new 
tower and transmitting antenna for Nome 
after they were destroyed by a windstorm. 

AKPM AWARDED CONTINUATION 
OF STATE OF ALASKA CONTRACT 
TO MANAGE ARCS TV SYSTEM. 
ARCS (Alaska Rural Communications System) 
FCC License renewals for all the 
operating locations in the state have been 
issued. They became effective on February 1 
and are good for the next eight years. 
ARCS Master Control Operation moved from 
Fairbanks to Anchorage. The move of this 
operation included modernizing the system 
equipment and operations. Benefits of this 
effort include improvement of stability and 
reliability of the TV program delivery and 
improvement of the program quality to the more 
than 100 rural Alaska communities providing 
community program delivery with no fees to 
household users.

INSTALLATION AND REPLACEMENT OF 
OUTDATED AND END-OF-LIFE PROGRAM 
MEDIA ENCODER SYSTEMS for both KAKM 
TV and KSKA FM. These systems capture 
and process all of our over-the-air (OTA) 
broadcast programming and use modern 
technology to better process the video and 
audio programming and improve reliability 
and quality.
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UPGRADED THE PROGRAMMING 
DELIVERY LINK TO IMPROVE RELIABILITY 
AND QUALITY OF SERVICE of the Sitka 
TV Translator. This collaboration with 
local radio station KCAW also provided 
an improved studio-to-transmitter 
programming link to the transmitter site.

AKPM CONTINUES TO SUPPORT MULTIPLE 
TV TRANSLATOR TRANSMITTER SITES 
from Girdwood to the Kenai Peninsula 
including Homer and Seldovia to extend 
our TV programming to communities that 
cannot receive our primary signal covering 
Anchorage and the Mat-Su Valley.  This 
string of transmitter sites has an aging 
infrastructure and is in need of near future 
upgrades to continue reliable and quality 
programming delivery.

Be part of the community 
conversation about programming 
and services at Alaska Public 
Media to address the diverse 
needs and interests of the 
communities we serve. 

Our Community Advisory Board 
meetings are open to the public. 
Drop-in for one of our virtual 
meetings held four times a year 
Fall-Spring from 6-7 p.m. 

Learn about upcoming 
meeting dates and topics at
alaskapublic.org/publicmeetings.

>>>>

https://alaskapublic.org/publicmeetings/


Excellence and Leadership

EMMY NORTHWEST REGIONAL AWARD
» Community Service: Mental Health

Deep Dive

PUBLIC MEDIA AWARD: 
» Digital Media: Indie Alaska series
» Community Engagement: Building a

Strong Community at a Steady PACE

PUBLIC MEDIA JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION
» 1st Place - Nationally Edited News

Coverage: Mary Peltola, the first Alaska
Native heading to Congress, journeys
home to the river

» 1st Place - Audience Engagement
Program: Talk of Alaska: Decolonizing
Native Education

» 1st Place - Investigative Reporting:
Anchorage Health Department director
resigns amid investigation into fabricated
resume

GOLDIE AWARDS
» TV Public Affairs/Specialty Program:

Supporting Alaska’s Veterans | Alaska
Insight

» TV News Feature: Younger Generations
Push to Preserve a Disappearing
Indigenous Language in Rural Alaska |
Alaska Insight

» Radio Entertainment Program: The 3
Barons Renaissance Fair is a Potent Elixir
of History, Fantasy, and Fun | Hometown,
Alaska

SHARED SUCCESS

Excellence is achieved through our team’s committed work and our 
community’s support. We share the success acknowledged through this 
year’s awards with our generous members and sponsors. 

ALASKA PRESS CLUB (highlighting 
first place awards only)

» Public Service Award: Lex Treinen for
his exhaustive reporting last year that
uncovered then-Anchorage Health
Director Joe Gerace had fabricated his
resume

» Best Investigative Reporting: Anchorage
Health Department director resigns amid
investigation into fabricated resume

» Best Natural Sound Video Journalism:
Arctic ultramarathons helped this suicide
survivor find hope | Indie Alaska

» Best Multimedia Presentation: The
largest homeless shelter in Alaska will
close this month. Many staying there
aren’t sure where they’ll live next.

» Best Breaking News Story: Historically
powerful storm slams Western Alaska.
Here’s what people experienced across
hundreds of miles of coastline.

» Best Solo Journalism: Peltola goes home
to the Kuskokwim, still waiting to hear if
she’s the first Alaska Native elected to
Congress

» Best Culture Reporting: ‘They’re
reaching for this’: Students compete in
Yup’ik and Iñupiaq spelling bees

» Best Video Journalism: Bucket List
Bungee Jumping in Rural Alaska |
Indie Alaska

» Best Reporting Government/Politics:
The COVID-19 pandemic is leaving more
children in Alaska’s foster care system
without a stable home

» Best Same-Day Feature: Emotions high
as Anchorage’s largest homeless shelter
shuts down after 2 years

https://www.youtube.com/@indiealaska
https://youtu.be/eOvf_RVAXug
https://youtu.be/eOvf_RVAXug
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/05/1120805820/mary-peltola-the-first-alaska-native-heading-to-congress-journeys-home-to-the-ri
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/05/1120805820/mary-peltola-the-first-alaska-native-heading-to-congress-journeys-home-to-the-ri
https://www.npr.org/2022/09/05/1120805820/mary-peltola-the-first-alaska-native-heading-to-congress-journeys-home-to-the-ri
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/23/talk-of-alaska-revitalizing-native-education/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/23/talk-of-alaska-revitalizing-native-education/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://youtu.be/8Z8PQYZ94pE?si=OpQ_gGTfFPPYuyNo
https://youtu.be/8Z8PQYZ94pE?si=OpQ_gGTfFPPYuyNo
https://youtu.be/eUcTojzDJpU?si=zLwpzqiC8Wbz8PwN
https://youtu.be/eUcTojzDJpU?si=zLwpzqiC8Wbz8PwN
https://youtu.be/eUcTojzDJpU?si=zLwpzqiC8Wbz8PwN
https://youtu.be/eUcTojzDJpU?si=zLwpzqiC8Wbz8PwN
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/06/05/hometown-alaska-the-3-barons-renaissance-fair-is-a-potent-elixir-of-history-fantasy-and-fun/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/06/05/hometown-alaska-the-3-barons-renaissance-fair-is-a-potent-elixir-of-history-fantasy-and-fun/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/06/05/hometown-alaska-the-3-barons-renaissance-fair-is-a-potent-elixir-of-history-fantasy-and-fun/
https://alaskapublic.org/2023/06/05/hometown-alaska-the-3-barons-renaissance-fair-is-a-potent-elixir-of-history-fantasy-and-fun/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/08/anchorage-health-department-director-resigns-amid-investigation-into-fabricated-resume/
https://youtu.be/mfapMkPwiCI
https://youtu.be/mfapMkPwiCI
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/06/13/the-largest-homeless-shelter-in-alaska-will-close-this-month-many-staying-there-arent-sure-where-theyll-live-next/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/06/13/the-largest-homeless-shelter-in-alaska-will-close-this-month-many-staying-there-arent-sure-where-theyll-live-next/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/06/13/the-largest-homeless-shelter-in-alaska-will-close-this-month-many-staying-there-arent-sure-where-theyll-live-next/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/06/13/the-largest-homeless-shelter-in-alaska-will-close-this-month-many-staying-there-arent-sure-where-theyll-live-next/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/17/powerful-storm-slams-western-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/17/powerful-storm-slams-western-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/17/powerful-storm-slams-western-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/09/17/powerful-storm-slams-western-alaska/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/30/peltola-goes-home-to-the-kuskokwim-still-waiting-to-hear-if-shes-the-first-alaska-native-elected-to-congress/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/30/peltola-goes-home-to-the-kuskokwim-still-waiting-to-hear-if-shes-the-first-alaska-native-elected-to-congress/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/30/peltola-goes-home-to-the-kuskokwim-still-waiting-to-hear-if-shes-the-first-alaska-native-elected-to-congress/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/08/30/peltola-goes-home-to-the-kuskokwim-still-waiting-to-hear-if-shes-the-first-alaska-native-elected-to-congress/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/04/18/students-compete-in-yupik-and-inupiaq-spelling-bees/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/04/18/students-compete-in-yupik-and-inupiaq-spelling-bees/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/04/18/students-compete-in-yupik-and-inupiaq-spelling-bees/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XH9YLzSMViY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XH9YLzSMViY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XH9YLzSMViY
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/02/08/the-covid-19-pandemic-is-leaving-more-children-in-alaskas-foster-care-system-without-a-stable-home/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/02/08/the-covid-19-pandemic-is-leaving-more-children-in-alaskas-foster-care-system-without-a-stable-home/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/02/08/the-covid-19-pandemic-is-leaving-more-children-in-alaskas-foster-care-system-without-a-stable-home/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/07/01/emotions-high-as-anchorages-largest-homeless-shelter-shuts-down-after-more-than-2-years/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/07/01/emotions-high-as-anchorages-largest-homeless-shelter-shuts-down-after-more-than-2-years/
https://alaskapublic.org/2022/07/01/emotions-high-as-anchorages-largest-homeless-shelter-shuts-down-after-more-than-2-years/
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Alaska Public Media supports 
the next generation of media 
makers through its continued TV 
Production Internship program 
with King Tech High School and 
with UAA’s Journalism program.

Alaska Public Media participates in national 
organizations to continually improve our skills 
and industry best practices. National board 
membership is held by folks on our executive 
team for PBS Board of Directors and local 
boards for United Way Anchorage, Alaska 
Press Club, and Women’s Power League of 
Alaska. Some are chairs for PBS Program 
Advisory Council, America’s Public Television 
Stations, Alaska Broadcasters Association, 
Alaska Center for Excellence in Journalism 
Advisory Board, and Executive Content 
Managers for Public Media. In addition to 
the many panels our team has participated 
in over the year for PBS and NETA, several 
sit on committees for Northwest Regional 
EMMY, PBS, U.S. INPUT, ITVS, and POV, Public 
Radio Program Directors Strategic Planning 
Committee, NETA, and PBS Traffic Advisory 
Committee. In 2023, senior staff worked 
with the Poynter Institute as part of a Digital 
Transformation Project to serve our
community on these growing platforms.



Alaska Public Media is a community-focused, community-supported effort with 
more than 80% of the funds needed annually coming locally through donations 
by individual members, corporate sponsors, and granting foundations.

AUDIENCE SNAPSHOT

KSKA*
WEEKLY 

LISTENERS

52.3k
KAKM**
WEEKLY
VIEWERS

190.4k
CREATE TV**

WEEKLY
VIEWERS

14k
PBS KIDS 24/7** 

WEEKLY
VIEWERS

45k

FACEBOOK
FOLLOWERS

41.4k
INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

12.1k
WEB 

VISITORS

5.6m

TWITTER 
FOLLOWERS
@AKPUBLICNEWS

32k

YOUTUBE 
SUBSCRIBERS*

28.5k

TWITTER 
FOLLOWERS
@ALASKAPUBLIC

12.4k

Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.

* NielsenAudio, Spring 2023 P2+, Anchorage Market

**  NSI Data, Jan - Oct 2023 P2+, Anchorage Market



In 2023, Alaska Public Media 
launched a partnership with a local 
company, Alaska Premier Auctions 
& Appraisals, to provide a better 
car donation experience. A full-
service company serving all of 
Alaska, their helpful team of 40+ 
full-time employees have created 
a friendly experience, with the goal 
of getting the maximum return on 
your generous donation. Should you 
choose to donate your vehicle, the 
towing is free, you may receive a tax 
deduction, and the process 
is easy. 

Learn more at 
alaskapublic.org/vehicles.

>>>>
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SPONSORS

230

TOTAL 
MEMBERS

11.1k
GIVE MONTHLY 
AS SUSTAINERS

48%

VEHICLES 
DONATED

79

BEQUEST
RECEIVED

1

GRANTS

15

PICK. CLICK. GIVE.
DONATIONS

1,364

https://alaskapublic.org/vehicle


Alaska Public Media creates unique content and specially-curated news and 
information through our popular e-newsletters. With releases daily, weekly, 
bi-weekly, and for special events, we serve our community through 
e-newsletters that fit your interests.

THROUGH E-NEWSLETTERS

38.8k SUBSCRIBERS

THIS WEEK ON ALASKA PUBLIC MEDIA
Stay connected with This Week On Alaska Public Media, the weekly 
newsletter that brings you the best news, events, and program highlights 
from Alaska Public Media.

Connecting Alaskans. Life informed.

5



17k SUBSCRIBERS

Catch up on the latest headlines and 
statewide stories with Alaska Public 
Media’s Daily Digest, curated from 
newsrooms around the state and 
delivered directly to your inbox every 
weekday.

6.1k SUBSCRIBERS

During the lead-up to and during the 
Iditarod, AKPM covered all the race 
news. We also produced the Iditapod 
podcast and sent this daily newsletter.

Sign up at alaskapublic.org/newsletters.>>>>

15.8k SUBSCRIBERS

Politics news and analysis from our 
Washington, D.C. correspondent, Liz 
Ruskin. Liz’s newsletter is delivered 
straight to your inbox every other 
Thursday.
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https://alaskapublic.org/newsletters


PLATFORM KAKM PBS KIDS 24/7 KTOO 360TV
CREATE 

TV
KSKA

Over the Air 7.1 7.4 7.3 7.2 91.1

GCI/
Yukon TV

7 and 657 97 15 94 —

Dish 6 and 7 10 9 8 —

DIRECTV 7 288 — — —

YouTube TV
Search 
“Alaska 
Public”

Search 
“PBS KIDS”

— — —

Hulu +Live TV
Search
”PBS”

Search 
“PBS KIDS”

— — —

Local Now app

Roku
FireTV

iOS devices
TVOS

Android 
mobile/

tablet/TV

— — — —

On the Web
alaskapublic.org

pbs.org

alaskapublic.org

pbskids.org

alaskapublic.org 

KTOO.org
—

alaskapublic.org

NPR.org

Stream/
On Demand

PBS app on:
Roku

FireTV
iOS/Apple de-

vices
Android
devices

PBS KIDS 
Video app on:

Roku
FireTV

iOS/Apple
devices
Android
devices

KTOO Video 
app on: 
Roku

Apple TV

—

Apple Podcasts
Google Play

Spotify
Amazon Music

AKPM app
NPR app

Use the table below to see where to find us on your platform of choice.

Ways to Watch & Listen

OVER THE AIR OR BY DIGITAL STREAM



“I’ve lived in the state of Alaska for 
25 years. I’m an airline pilot, and 
I’ve come to learn how valuable 
Alaska Public Media is statewide. I 
listen daily when I go to and from 
the airport. It’s a media space 
that I feel comfortable that my 
kids can listen to as well. And that 
unfortunately is becoming harder 
as we go forward with polarized 
media.” 

Mark S.



@alaskapublic alaskapublic.org 907-550-8400

3877 University Drive • Anchorage, AK 99508-4676

“We value Alaska Public Media’s 
service now and its potential for 
the next generation. That’s why 
we’ve included a planned gift to 
AKPM in our will.” 

Beth Rose and John Levy

Scan the QR code to see 
our annual video or visit 

akpub.io/2023video

>>>>

akpub.io/2023video



