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Email: info@anchorageyouthcourt.org
www.anchorageyouthcourt.org

Dear AYC supporters,

In a couple weeks, I will celebrate my five year anniversary as AYC’s Executive Direc-
tor.  It was a bit scary to take on the role because it’s a lot of responsibility to watch 
over something so precious to so many.  But it was also so exciting to get to be a part 
of such effective and meaningful work—getting teens back on track, educating even 
more teens about our legal system, and training teens to use their voices to hold each 
other and our community to a high standard. 

Over the years, it has become a lot less scary (although there are certainly moments), 
but has stayed just as exciting.  It’s less scary because I know I’m not alone in this 
responsibility—time and again AYC’s volunteers, donors, and staff rise up and carry 
the load.  You all make AYC the organization it has become and the organization it is 
becoming.  

Your support is what keeps the work at AYC exciting.  With your support, we 
launched a new summer law and leadership program in 2017--over 40 guest speak-
ers over four weeks, scholarships for every low income student who wanted to attend, 
and participants eager to join AYC.  We will host it again this next summer and look 
forward to further strengthening it with your support.

Our youth volunteers continue to amaze me--teens today are so, so busy.  But our teen 
volunteers still take the time to pause and provide a high quality justice program for 
their peers and all of us.

Thank you all for making AYC an exciting and meaningful organization.  As we reach 
the end of the year, please consider making a donation to help us keep it that way.

Gratefully,

Rebecca Koford

AYC Partners
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Department of Natural Resources
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We would like to thank Cindy Allred, Zack Fields, and Suzanne Little for 
their service on the Board of Directors.  We appreciate all that they have done 
and we will miss them!

Part of Anchorage Youth Court’s mission is to educate youth about our justice 
system.  We do this through community outreach, lectures, mock trials, new 
member classes, and the Law & Leadership program.

In September we had the opportunity to attend Gruening Middle School and 
present mock hearings to 270 eighth graders.  Our open house was a week 
later with 75 people attending a mock hearing put on by AYC members.  

We are proud to say this year we have increased our youth engagement 
through our new member classes by 40 percent.  By year end, just over 100 
youth will have taken AYC’s new member class.  

In addition to our classes taught by dedicated volunteers, AYC’s curriculum 
has been integrated into legal studies classes at Mears, Goldenview, and Clark 
middle schools.  Upon completion of the legal studies course, students are 
then able to take the bar exam and be sworn in to begin their journey as an 
AYC volunteer.

Pictured Above: Youth members from 
Gruining Middle School at the fall swear-
ing in with Principal and AYC Board 
Member, Bobby Jefts and Alaska Supreme 
Court Justice and AYC Board Member, 
Peter Maassen.

Pictured Left: Youth being sworn in at the 
November 19 swearing in ceremony.



We are really excited to be a part of the Newman’s Own Foundation $500k Holiday Challenge this year. It’s a friendly  
fundraising campaign where nonprofits compete to raise the most money with the top teams winning grand prize cash 
donations.

It started on November 21 and runs through January 3, 2018.  A total of $500,000 will be given away to organizations in 
the Challenge. Help us meet our goal of raising $10,000, and we could win additional funds from Newman’s Own!

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

There is still time to join our team as a fundraiser.  Make 
your dollar go further by reaching out to your friends and 
family. By setting up a campaign for our cause and  
reaching out to your network, you can help us make an 
even bigger impact on justice for youth by youth.

It takes less than five minutes to set up a fundraiser. Visit 
AYC’s fundraising page at  
www.crowdrise.com/anchorage-youth-court and click 
‘Join the Team & Create Your Own Fundraiser.’

Donate to Anchorage Youth Court through the Newman’s 
Own Challenge.  Every donation makes a difference, no 
matter how big or small.

Visit www.crowdrise.com/anchorage-youth-court to 
make your donation today.

If you would rather donate to Anchorage Youth Court  
directly, please call 907.274.5986 or send checks to:

Anchorage Youth Court
PO Box 100359
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Thank you in advance for your continued support.   
We really appreciate it.

•

•

DONATE TO ANCHORAGE YOUTH COURT

I want to help AYC continue its mission to reduce juvenile 
crime and make a positive impact on our community.

Donation:  $100 ___   $50 ___  $25 ___  Other _______

Donor Name: _________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________

Visa  Mastercard  Discover

Credit Card #: ________________________________

Name on Card: _______________________________

Experation Date: ______________ CVC Code: ______

Please send completed form to: 
AYC, PO Box 100359, Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Anchorage Youth Court is a 501(c)(3) Non Profit.
Tax ID #92-012-9615

continued on page 6...



Over the summer, Anchorage area 9th graders participated in Anchorage 
Youth Court’s first ever Law and Leadership Program.  With AmeriCorps  
VISTA volunteers leading the 4-week program, students had the opportunity 
to learn about law and citizenship in an environment that incorporates  
principles of social and emotional learning.  A special thanks to our guest 
speakers: Julia Bedell, Mayor Ethan Berkowitz, Justice Joel Bolger, Allison 
Bramwell, Clint Campion, Rep Matt Claman, Assembly Member Chris  
Constant, Barb Dubovich, Michael Ebell, Jon Ebron, Ryan Fortson, Judge 

Sharon Gleason, Judge Patrick Hanley, Matt Jardin, Kris Jensen, Lars Johnson, Rep Gabrielle LeDoux, Cheryl Mandala, 
George Martinez, Ben Muse, Susan Orlansky, Panida Pollawit, Lee Post, Rep Lance Pruitt, Tara Rich, Assembly Member 
Felix Rivera, Nikki Rose, Rep Ivy Sponholtz, Judge Sen Tan, Kelly Taylor, Cade Terada, Jon Torres, Judge Pamela  
Washington, Assembly Member John Weddleton, Jan Welch, and Adolf Zeman.

Photo at top of page: Mayor Ethan Berkowitz with the Law & Leadership  
participants.
Photo left top: Lee Post, Juvenile Probation Officer and Alaskan artist, worked 
with participants during a session about cartooning and the Alaska Youth Law 
Guide.
Photo left bottom: Participants during a mock oral argument at the Alaska 
Supreme Court.  
Right: Justice Joel Bolger speaks during a courthouse tour.  Participants learned 
from Justice Bolger, Judge Hanley, judicial services, and fingerprinting.
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$50,000 - $100,000
Municipality of Anchorage
State of Alaska Department of Health 
& Social Services, Division of Juvenile 
Justice

$10,000 - $49,000
Gordon Pospisil & Blythe Marston
United Way of Anchorage

$5,000 - $9,999
Anchorage Bar Assoc. / Young Lawyers 
Section

$1,000 - $4,999
Anchorage Bar Association
Marty & Kimberly Bassett
Clapp, Peterson, Tiemessen Thorsness 
& Johnson, LLC
Delta Western Petroleum
Petter Jahnsen
Alexander Joannides
Linda Johnson Spraker
Pew Charitable Trusts
Catherine Richter
Angela Sonnier-Laden
Stoel Rives LLP
Thomas, Head & Greisen
Jeff Watters
Wells Fargo

$500 - $999
Anchorage Education Association
Anchorage Police Dept Employees Assoc.
James & Kim Arlington
Birch, Horton, Bittner and Cherot
BP Foundation, Inc.
Denali Federal Credit Union
Dan Dickinson
Foley, Foley & Pearson, P.C.
Hughes Gorski Seedorf Odsen & Ter-
vooren, LLC
Lars Johnson
Cassandra Kosinski
Landye Bennett Blumstein, LLP
Peter Maassen
The Alaska Community Foundation: 
Nelson Page Fund
The Gucci Gucci Yumas

$250 - $499
Elaine Andrews
Big Dipper Construction Inc.

Davis Wright Tremaine, LLP
Larry Greenstein
Adam Hays
Ryan Jaramillo
Perkins Coie Foundation

Up to $249
Chi Abolafia
Pat Abney
Tam Agosti-Gisler
Dorothea Aguero
Jennifer Alexander
Taylor Allen
Ashburn & Mason, P.C.
Atkinson, Conway & Gagnon, Inc.
Elizabeth August
Bagoy’s Florist
Bailly Family
Kevin Bergt
Alice Bethka
Joel Bolger
Thomas Box
Deena Bradley
Sue Butler
Sandra Cacy
Blake Call
Mariah Campbell
Ralph Cantafio
Victor Carlson
Teresa Carns
Kathleen Chamberlain
Jinglei Chen
Patricia Cheng
Alfred Clayton
Kelsey Cole
Katie Cueva
Emily Davies
Lainie Dreas
Marilyn Doore
Kathryn Eckmann
Zack Fields
Alexandra Foote-Jones
Robert Foote-Jones
Fred Meyer Rewards
Samuel Friedman
Michael Frieser & Robin Dern
Alyse Galvin
Sally Gibert
Marla Greenstein
Hall Family
Abigail Hanley

Lorelei Hass
Richard Helm
Laura Herman
Ivan Hodes
John Hollis
William Hurr
Bob & Jeanine Huston
Jason Iverson
Mark Jeffries
Kris Jensen
Jermain, Dunnagan & Owens, P.C.
Joseph Josephson
Andrew Josephson
Marilyn Kamm
George Kapolchok
Amrit Kaur Khalsa
Joe Koford
Rebecca Koford
Robert Kosinski
Francis LaChapelle
Law Office of Gavin Kentch, LLC
Law Offices of James B. Gottstein
Sharon Leon
Shane Levesque
Suzanne Little
Nell Loftin
Haley Loper
Lindsay Lutes
Theodore Madsen
Susan Magee
David Mannheimer
Byrona Maule
Regina McConkey
Amy McFarlane
Richard Miller
Timothy Miller
Blake & Pat Moores
Jennifer Morris
Sarah Morrison
Owen Mozen
Natalie Neeser
Chris Neeser
Heather Nobrega
Margaret Oswald
Stephanie Painter
Julie Patotzka
William Pearson
Perkins Coie 
Matthew Peterson
Brooke Pigg
Robert Pittman

Thank You to 2017  Supp orters Donors as of 12.6.2017
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Alicia Porter
Lee Post
Michael Quintieri
Ian Rafferty
Mildred Renkert
Ryan Roberts
Bhree Roumagoux
Chad Sant
Christine Seaton
Paul Seaton
Melissa & Dimitri Shein
Jason Skala
Elisa Snelling
Linda Stiffler
Whitney Sutton
The Alaska Community Foundation: 
Giving Together Campaign
Brianna Tittle
Julia Tucker
Jennifer Wagner
Walker & Eakes LLC
David Walsh
Douglas and Jan Welch
Rebecca Widmer
Denise Wike
Donna Willard
Adam Winner
Khalial Withen
Wendy Woolf
Word of Life Lutheran Church
Kathleen Worthley
David Young
Elizabeth Zib

IN KIND DONATIONS
$1,000 - $2,500
AIR Aerial Fitness
Anytime Fitness
Lanie Dreas
Lars Johnson
Dennison Malhiot
Pamela Shaw 
Swiftwater Suites

$500 - $1000
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Alaska Wholesale Bakery LLC, dba: 
Illusions Food Company
Anchorage Bucs Baseball Club, Inc
Disneyland Resort
Holland America Line & Princess 
Cruises
Verba’s Hilltop Machine

$100 - $499
Anchorage Concert Association
Anchorage Opera Company
Anchorage Yoga & Cycle
Arctic Roadrunner
Bosco’s
Denali Harley-Davidson
Great Harvest Bread Company
Major Marine Tours
Mayor Ethan Berkowitz
Perseverance Theatre
The Alaska Collection
The Kobuk
Mary Vittone

Gail West

Up to $100
Alaska Rock Gym
Anchorage Symphony Orchestra
Anchorage Yoga & Cycle
AutoZone
Bradley House
Coming Attractions Theatre’s Inc
Costco
Denali Foods, Inc.
Dinos Donuts
Get Air Anchorage
Glacier Brew House
H2Oasis
Hilltop Ski Area
Jewel Lake Tastee-Freez
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
Let It Snow, LLC dba Snow City Cafe
Middle Way Cafe
Moose A’La Mode
Mr. Prime Beef
Nouraesthetics
Lee Post
Red Robin Alaska, Inc.
Sevigny Studios
Subway of Alaska
Suite 100 Restaurant
Sweet Caribou
The Flying Dutchman Pastry Shop
The Moose’s Tooth and Bear Tooth
TPS Alaska LLC
Urban Greens
Emily Waters

Summer Youth Summit
This summer Anchorage Youth Court members  
gathered together at AYC’s Youth Summit.  
The first day centered around team building.   
We headed out to Birchwood Camp and  
participated in the challenge course.  The second day 
was at the BP Energy Center and focused on building 
skills in everyday life and in the  
courtroom.  A special thank you to Anchorage Youth 
Development Coalition for leading the  
developmental assets training.  
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