




Job and Wage Growth 2002-2003

Avg Monthly Employment Avg Monthly Wage

Total Non-Agro +1.5% +1.7%

Total Private Sector +1.7% +1.5%

Seafood production prep, 
packaging

+5.9% +8.1%

Retail Trade +.6% +3.7%

Accommodation +5.6% +1.0%

Food Services and Drinking
Places

+1.7% +4.3%



WHO IS AFFECTED?

• 28,000 directly (make less than $9.75)

• 20,000 Indirectly (make $9.75-$10.75)

• Total Affected: 48,000 Alaskans

– 20 & Over: 78%

– Women: 57%

– Have Kids: 25%





WE ALL SUBSIDIZE EMPLOYERS OF LOW WAGE

WORKERS!
• Public Assistance for Walmart employees:

– $6.2 billion (Medicaid/CHIP, Earned Income Tax Credit, 
Food Stamps)*

• Public Assistance Fast Food Workers:

$3.9 Billion (Medicaid/CHIP)

$1.04 Billion (Earned Income Tax Credit)

$1.91 Billion (Food Stamps)

$6.85 Billion**  (Total)

• 52% of families of front-line fast food workers are enrolled 
in one or more public assistance program vs. 25% of the 
work force as a whole

*Americans for Tax Fairness **UC Berkeley Labor Center



Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

• Great Program BUT no substitute for a fair 
minimum wage

• Cost of EITC $54 billion/year
– Avg benefit to family with children: $2905/year 

(max for childless adults is $487/year)

– $2905 / 2080 hours = +$1.40 / hour

• $54 billion to expand EITC = spendy
proposition (paid for by tax payers rather than 
employers)



YOU’VE ALL BEEN GREAT!

• We’re on Twitter!

– Follow us @ AKNeedsARaise

– Tweet about tonight's debate with 
#AKNeedsARaise

• Like us on Facebook!

– https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaNeedsARaise

Check out our website!

– http://www.alaskaneedsaraise.org/

https://www.facebook.com/AlaskaNeedsARaise

